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A BAG FOR CARRYING A BALL 
ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A bag for carrying a ball is shown. The bag comprises an 
outer member having an exterior surface configured in the shape 
of a ball and includes an opening positioned therein in a 
selected direction for inserting and removing a ball therefrom. 
A fastening member, having an open and a closed position, is 
operatively connected to the opening. The fastening member is 
adapted to make the opening an unsecured opening when the 
fastening member is in the open position and a secured opening 
when the fastening member is in a closed position. A carrying 
handle, having a first end and a second end, is operatively 
connected to the outer member and is positioned relative to the 
opening. The carrying handle may be substantially perpendicular 
to the opening or in alignment with the opening. At least one 
outer pocket having an entryway is positioned on the exterior 
surface of the outer member at a location other than the opening 
enabling the insertion and removal of an article or articles froi 
the interior cavity of the outer pocket. In the preformed 
embodiment, the outer pocket is formed of an open mesh or fabric 
material. A ruggedized carrier may be used to transport and 
carry the bag and ball stored therein. 
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A BAG FOR CARRYING A BALL 
RELATED APPLICATION 
This Application is a Continuation-in-Part of United States 
Patent Application Serial No. 09/365,468 filed August 2, 1999. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1 . Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to device for carrying a ball and 
more particularly relates to a device for carrying of balls 
having a variety shapes and outer circumferences, such as, for 
example, shapes of basketballs, soccer balls, volley balls, 
footballs and the like. In the preferred embodiment, the device 
includes at least one outer pocket positioned on an exterior 
surface of an outer member enabling the insertion and removal of 
an article or articles from the interior cavity of the at least 
one outer pocket . 

2- Description of the Prior Art 

Devices for carry balls and ball bags are well known in the 
art. Typical of such devices are the devices disclosed in United 
States Design Patents DES. 375, 626; DES . 363,817; DES . 349, 008; 
DES. 346,273; DES. 339,915 and DES. 332,350. United States Patent 
DES. 384,199 discloses a back pack in the form of a ball. 
United States Patents 1,717,587; 1,927,492 and 5,238,162 disclose 
various devices for carrying of balls. 

United States Design Patent DES. 3 93,3 64 discloses an 
ornamental design for a tennis ball caddy having an open mesh 
fabric panel, or in the alternative, a transparent window in lieu 
of the open-mesh panel. 
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United States Patent 5,839,577 discloses a bag for holding 
athletic articles in he form of balls wherein the bag comprises 
an outer shell having an interior surface. The outer surface is 
configured in the shape of an athletic ball and includes a 
securable opening for inserting an removing article therefrom. 
The interior surface of the outer shell is provided with a first 
strip of fastening means for mating engagement with a second 
strip of fastening means positioned on the exterior surface of an 
inner lining which is removably securable within the outer shell 
such that the lining conforms to the shape of the outer shell 
when it is positioned therein. A handle is provided on the outer 
shell for carrying and transporting the bag. 

None of the prior art devices disclose, suggest or teach a 
device for carry a ball wherein the outer member is used for 
supporting a carrying handle, which may be in the form of a 
ruggedized carrier, together with at least one separate exterior 
outer pocket to enable the user to carry a ball in the inner 
enclosed space of the carrying device while concurrently have an 
exterior outer pocket to carry an article or articles. The at 
least one outer pocket includes an entryway which may be open or 
which may be secured with a cooperating fastener member and 
mating member. The at least one outer pocket may be used for 
carrying an article or articles such as for example personal 
effects including keys, billfolds, wallets, sunglasses, money, 
money purse, cell phone and the like {hereinafter referred to 
collectively as "Personal Effects") . 

The concept of a bag for carrying a ball having at least one 
integrated, exterior, accessible outer pocket having an entryway, 
which in the preferred embodiment may be a mesh pocket, is not 
disclosed, suggested or taught by the prior art. The outer 
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pocket may include a. cooperating fastener member and a mating 
member to secure the entryway. The outer pocket may be used for 
storing Personal Effects whether or not the inner enclosed space 
of a bag has an athletic article in the form of a ball inserted 
therein . 

The separate outer pocket eliminates the necessity for the 
user to carry a separate bag, purse or the like for carrying an 
article or Personal Effects and eliminates commingling the 
Personal Effects inside of the bag with the athletic article in 
the form of a ball carried thereby. 

None of the prior art United States Patents or United States 
Design Patents listed above disclose, suggest or teach the 
combination of a ball carrying device having at least one 
exterior, accessible outer pocket including a mesh pocket. 

The tennis ball caddy disclosed in United States Design 
Patent DES . 3 93,3 64 discloses an open-mesh fabric to hold the 
tennis balls and is essentially in the form of a device for 
carrying only a tennis ball. Of most importance, is that United 
States Design Patent DES. 393,364 does not disclose, suggest or 
teach the use of fabric or mesh outer pocket as a separate outer 
pocket for carrying Personal Effects . 

United States Patent 5,839,577 does not discloses, teach or 
suggest an accessible, fabric outer pocket as a separate pocket 
for carrying Person Effects. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A novel, new and unique bag for holding a ball is disclosed 
and taught herein. The bag comprises an outer member having an 
exterior surface configured in the shape of a ball and which 
defines an inner enclosed space. The exterior surface of the 
outer member includes an opening formed therein in a selected 
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direction and the opening is in communication with the inner- 
enclosed space fox- affording and enabling the insertion and 
removal of ball therefrom. A fastening member, having an open 
and a closed position, is operatively connected to or operatively 
attached to the periphery of the opening and is adapted to make 
the opening an unsecured opening when the fastening member is in 
the open position and to make the opening a secured opening when 
the fastening member is in a closed position. A carrying 
handle, having a first end and a second end, is operatively 
connected to the outer member and is positioned in a selected 
direction relative to the opening. At least one outer pocket is 
positioned on the exterior surface of the outer member at a 
location other than the opening and spaced from the carrying 
handle. The opening has an entryway to enable the insertion and 
removal of articles from the at least one outer pocket 
independent of whether a ball is or is not inserted into and/or 
located in the inner enclosed space. 

A ruggedized carrier for carrying and transporting a ball 
bag having an outer member defining an opening for affording the 
insertion and removal of a ball therefrom including having a ball 
stored therein is also disclosed. The ruggedized carrier 
comprises a carrying handle having a first end and a second end. 
The carrying handle is operatively connected to the outer member 
and is positioned in a selected direction relative to the 
opening. An elongated strap, having a first end and a second end 
terminating in a connecting member, is operatively connected to 
the outer member. A loop member, having a mounting end and a 
central opening, has the mounting end operatively mounted on the 
outer member. The loop member is operatively coupled to the 
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connecting member forming a closed carrying handle wherein the 
connecting member is moveable within the central opening. 

The prior art does not disclose, suggest or teach a bag for 
carrying a ball having an outer member and defining an exterior 
surface wherein the outer member is configured in the shape of a 
ball, has an opening positioned therein for inserting and 
removing a ball therefrom and wherein the bag comprises at least 
one outer pocket having an entryway. The at least one outer 
pocket is being positioned on the exterior surface of the outer 
member at a location other than the opening enabling the 
insertion and removal of articles from at least one outer pocket. 

One advantage of the present invention is that the device 
for carrying a ball can be formed of any shape resembling any one 
of a number of known athletic or other ball shapes, such as, for 
example without limitation, a baseball, a basketball, a football, 
a soccer ball, a tennis ball, a kerf ball, a beach ball, a 
bowling ball, a golf ball, a volley ball, and other similar or 
known balls used for sports, recreation, therapy, outdoor 
recreation, indoor recreation or the like. It is obvious to a 
person skilled in the art that other athletic articles generally 
in the shape of or form of a ball could likewise be inserted into 
the inner enclosed space of a ball bag and be carried thereby. 
All such athletic, recreation and equivalent balls are envisioned 
to be able to be carried by a bag disclosed herein. As such, all 
such articles generally in the form of balls or adapted to be 
essentially in the shape of the bag or adapted to be carried 
within a ball shaped bag are deemed to be within the spirit of 
and scope of the present invention. A detailed listing thereof 
is not believed necessary for an understanding of the teachings 
and applications of the present invention. 
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Another advantage of the present invention is that bag for 
carrying a ball may be configured in the shape of one of a 
variety of balls to be carried thereby. 

Another advantage of the present invention is that the 
opening formed in the outer member of a bag communicates with an 
inner enclosed space to enable the insertion and removal of a 
ball therefrom. 

Another advantage of the present invention is the opening 
formed in the outer member of the bag may include a fastening 
member, having an open and a closed position, which is 
operatively connected to the opening and adapted to make the 
opening an unsecured opening when the fastening member is in the 
open position and which is adapted to make the opening a secured 
opening when the fastening member is in a closed position. The 
fastening device may be any known fastening device such as for 
example, a zipper, buttons with cooperating button holes, snaps, 
mating members forming a Velco fastener and the like. 

Another advantage of the present invention is that a 
carrying handle may be operatively connected to the outer member 
and be positioned in a selected direction relative to the 
opening, such as being perpendicular to or in alignment with the 
opening . 

Another advantage of the present invention is that the bag 
may include at least one outer pocket positioned on the exterior 
surface of the outer member at a location other than the opening 
and be spaced from the carrying handle . The at least one outer 
pocket includes an entryway enabling the insertion and removal of 
an article or Personal Effects from the at least one outer pocket 
independent of a ball being inserted into and/or located in the 
inner enclosed space. 
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Another- advantage of the present invention is that the at 
least one outer pocket may be formed of a variety of materials 
such as for example, a sold fabric. An open mesh fabric, a mesh 
fabric, an elastic fabric, an elastic mesh fabric, or a fabric 
which has the appearance of a blue jean material or a camouflage 
material . 

Another advantage of the present invention is that the bag 
may include a second outer pocket positioned on the exterior 
surface of the outer member at a location other than the opening 
and spaced from the at least one outer pocket . 

Another advantage of the present invention is that the bag 
may include a carrying handle having an elongated strap and a 
loop member forming a closed carrying handle wherein a connecting 
member is moveable within a central opening. A hook, ring member 
or key ring may be operatively connected to the carrying handle. 

Another advantage of the present invention is that a 
ruggedized carrier for a ball bag may be operatively connected to 
the outer member of the ball bag cooperating with a carrying 
handle. A hook, a ring member or key ring may be operatively 
connected to the ruggedized carrier for removeably attaching the 
same to the carrier. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The foregoing and other advantages of this invention will be 
apparent from the following description of the preferred 
embodiment of the invention when considered with the 
illustrations and accompanying drawings that include the 
following Figures: 

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of the ball bag in the 
form of a circular ball having an outer member including an 
opening formed therein in a selected direction and a carrying 
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handle oriented substantially perpendicular to the opening and 
wherein the bag has located on the outer member thereof at least 
two outer pockets each having an entryway; 
Fig- 2 is a top plan view of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a front elevational view of another embodiment of 
a ball bag in the form of a circular ball having an outer member 
including an opening formed therein in a selected direction and a 
carrying handle oriented substantially perpendicular to the 
opening and having located on the outer member at least one outer 
pocket having an entryway; 

Fig. 4 is a top plan view of the embodiment of Fig. 3; 

Fig. 5 is a pictorial representation of a carrying handle 
having a "D" ring operatively attached thereto and adapted to 
have a key ring removeably connected thereto; 

Fig. 6 is a front, left side and top perspective view of yet 
another embodiment of a bag in the form of a football having an 
outer member including an opening formed therein in a selected 
direction and a carrying handle oriented substantially 
perpendicular to the opening and wherein the bag has located on 
the outer member at least two outer pockets each having an 
entryway; 

Fig. 7 is a rear, right side and bottom perspective view of 
the embodiment of Fig . 6 ; 

Fig. 8 is a front, left side and top perspective view of 
still yet another embodiment of a bag in the form of a football 
having an outer member including an opening formed therein in a 
selected direction and a carrying handle oriented substantially 
in alignment to the opening and wherein the bag has located on 
the outer member at least two outer pockets each having an 
entryway; 
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Fig. 9 is a. rear, right side and bottom perspective view of 
the embodiment of Fig. 8; 

Fig. 10 is a top plan view of a ball bag in the form of a 
baseball having an outer member including an opening formed 
therein in a selected direction and a carrying handle oriented 
substantially perpendicular to the opening and wherein the bag 
has located on the outer member at one outer pocket at any 
desired location on the outer member as illustrated by the dashed 
outer pocket; 

Fig. 11 is a bottom plan of the ball bag in the form of a 
baseball of Fig. 10; 

Fig. 12 is a top plan view of a ball bag in the form of a 
soccer ball having an outer member including an opening formed 
therein in a selected direction and a carrying handle oriented 
substantially perpendicular to the opening and wherein the bag 
has located on the outer member at one outer pocket at any 
desired location on the outer member as illustrated by the dashed 
outer pocket; 

Fig. 13 is a bottom plan of the ball bag in the form of a 
soccer ball of Fig. 12; 

Fig. 14 is a front elevational view of still yet another 
embodiment of a circular shaped ball bag comprising an outer 
member having an opening extending in a selected direction on the 
outer member, a fastening member operatively connected to the 
opening, a ruggedized carrier, at least one outer pocket shown as 
a dashed line and a pair of shoulder straps operatively connected 
to said exterior surface of the outer member enabling a user to 
carry the bag in a manner similar to backpack; 

Fig. 15 is a pictorial representation of an outer pocket 
having an entryway and an interior cavity; 
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Fig. 16 is a pictorial representation of an outer pocket 
having an entryway and an interior cavity and wherein the outer 
pocket includes a fastening member in the form of a button which 
cooperates with a mating member in the form of flap and loop 
located on the exterior surface of said outer member; 

Fig. 17 is a pictorial representation of an outer pocket 
having a flap integral with the entryway and having a fastening 
member; 

Fig. 18 is a pictorial representation of a bag having the 
outer pocket illustrated in Fig. 17 operatively connected to the 
exterior surface of the outer member and a mating member 
operatively connected to the exterior surface of the outer 
member ; 

Fig. 19 is a pictorial representation of a bag of Fig. 18 
having the fastening member operatively connected to the mating 
member placing the entryway in a closed position; 

Fig. 20 is a pictorial representation of a another 
embodiment of an outer pocket having a flap integral with the 
entryway and having a zipper having elements forming a fastening 
member and mating member; 

Fig. 21 is a pictorial representation of a bag having the 
outer pocket illustrated in Fig. 2 0 operatively connected to the 
exterior surface of the outer member and the zipper placing the 
entryway in a closed position; 

Fig. 22 is a pictorial representation of a bag having the 
outer pocket similar to that illustrated in Fig. 17 and having 
located on a flap a fastening member in the form of an aperture 
and having located located on the exterior surface of the outer 
member a mating member in the form of a button; 
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Fig. 23 is a pictoirial representation of a bag having the 
outer pocket having a fastening member in the form of button and 
a flap operatively attached to the exterior surface of the outer 
member and wherein the flap has a mating member in the form of an 
aperture ; 

Fig. 24 is a pictorial representation of a bag having the 
outer pocket similar to that illustrated in Fig. 23 and having 
located on a flap a fastening member in the form of an aperture 
and having located located on the exterior surface of the outer 
member a mating member in the form of a rot at able fastener; 

Fig. 25 is a pictorial representation of a bag having the 
outer pocket having a fastening member in the form of rotatable 
fastener and a flap operatively attached to the exterior surface 
of the outer member and wherein the flap has a mating member in 
the form of an aperture; 

Fig. 26 is a pictorial representation of an outer pocket 
having an entryway that is formed of a material giving the 
appearance of a blue jean material; 

Fig. 27 is a pictorial representation of an outer pocket 
having an entryway that is formed of a material giving a desired 
decorative appearance such as for example, a solid fabric formed 
of a material giving the appearance of a clear material or the 
appearance of a camouflage material. 

Fig. 28 is a front, left side and top perspective view of yet 
another embodiment of a bag in the form of a football which is a 
variation of Fig. 6 having an outer member including an opening 
formed therein in a selected direction and a carrying handle 
located above the opening and remaining oriented substantially 
perpendicular to the opening and wherein the bag has located on 
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the outer member at least two outer pockets each having an 
entryway ; 

Fig. 29 is a rear, right side and bottom perspective view of 
the embodiment of Fig. 2 8 

Fig. 3 0 is a front elevational view of still yet another 
embodiment of a circular shaped ball bag comprising a variation 
of Fig. 14 comprising an outer member having an opening extending 
in a selected direction on the outer member wherein a portion of 
the opening is at least perpendicular to the handle, a fastening 
member operatively connected to the opening and a ruggedized 
carrier ; 

Fig. 31 is a front elevational view of still yet another 
embodiment of a circular shaped ball bag comprising a combination 
of Figs. 12 and 14 comprising an outer member having an opening 
extending in a selected direction on the outer member wherein a 
portion of the opening is at least perpendicular to the handle, a 
fastening member operatively connected to the opening and a 
ruggedized carrier; and 

Fig. 32 is a front elevational view of still yet another 
embodiment of a circular shaped ball bag comprising a combination 
of Figs. 8 and 14 comprising an outer member having an opening 
extending in a selected direction on the outer member wherein a 
portion of the opening is at least perpendicular to the handle, a 
fastening member operatively connected to the opening, a 
ruggedized carrier and at least one outer pocket shown as a 
dashed line. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
Figs. 1 through 4 disclose, generally, athletic bags 
generally in the form of a circular ball which is shown by arrow 
3 0 designed to carry a ball. In the embodiment of Figs. 1 and 2 
wherein the shape of the ball is spherical, the bag 3 0 has an 
outer member 34 defining an exterior surface that is configured 
in the shape of a ball. The outer member 34 defines an opening 
shown generally as 3 8 positioned or formed on the exterior 
surface of outer member 34. The opening 38 is used for inserting 
and removing a ball from the bag 30. 

In the embodiment of Figs. 1 and 2, the exterior surface of 
outer member 34 supports at least one outer pocket shown by 
arrow 4 0 having an entryway 42. As illustrated in Fig. 2, the 
two outer pockets 4 0 are positioned in an opposed space 
relationship. As such, the two outer pockets 40 are located on 
opposite sides of the exterior surface of outer member 34 and 
away from the opening 38. 

The at least one outer pocket 4 0 is shown as an open mesh 
fabric 44, which in the preferred embodiment, is an elastic mesh 
fabric. In the alternative and as illustrated Figs. 26 and 27 
and as discussed below in connection with Figs. 26 and 27, the 
outer pocket may be formed of a solid fabric or of a transparent 
material . 

In the embodiments of Figs. 1 and 2, the opening 3 8 includes 
a fastening member, shown generally as arrow 50, which in this 
embodiment is a zipper 52. The fastening member 50, or zipper 
52, has an open position and a closed position. The fastening 
member 50, generally, and the zipper 52, specifically in this 
embodiment, operatively connected to the opening 3 8 and is 
adapted to make the opening 3 8 an unsecured opening when the 
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zipper 52 is in an open position. The zipper 52 when in the 
closed position defines a secured opening, that is an athletic or 
other ball inserted therein is retained within the interior of 
the outer member 34 and cannot fall out of or be removed from the 
outer member 34 of bag 3 0 when the zipper is closed. 

As illustrated in Fig. 1, a carrying handle, shown generally 
as 60, has a first strap 64 having a first end 68 and a second 
end 70 . The second end 68 is operatively secured to the outer 
member 34 at location 72. The second end 70 is formed into a 
loop which is adapted to receive a strap connecting member 7 6 
having a hook 8 0 operatively thereto. 

The carrying handle 6 0 includes a second strap 90 which is 
formed into a open loop member which is operatively secured to 
the outer member 34 at location 92. The open loop strap 90 is 
operatively connected to the strap connecting member 76 to form a 
carrying handle for carrying and transporting the bag and which 
permits relative movement of the strap connecting member 76 
within the open loop strap 90. 

In the embodiment illustrated in Fig. 1 and as illustrated 
in further detail in Fig 5, a "D" shaped ring member 100 is 
operatively secured to the outer surface of the first strap 64 . 
The "D" shaped ring member 100 has an elongated slot 104, shown 
in Fig. 5, which is used for sewing the "D" shaped ring member 
100 to the first strap 64 which is illustrated by threads 106. 
The "D" shaped ring member 100 also has an aperture 10 which is 
adapted to hold a key ring or the like, an example of which is 
illustrated in Fig. 14. 
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Figs. 6 through 8 illustrate an embodiment wherein the bag, 
shown generally as 130 is in the shape of a football. In Figs. 6 
and 7, an opening 138 is located to extend substantially- 
perpendicular to the seam 142 of the football shaped bag. In the 
embodiment of Figs. 6 and 7, the opening 13 8 is in the form of a 
zipper 132. A carrying handle shown generally as 160 is 
operatively connected to the outer surface 134 at a location 
which is substantially parallel to the seam 142. 

In the embodiment of Figs. 6 and 7, two mesh pockets shown 
as 140, are operatively attached to exterior surface of outer 
member 134 and in spaced opposed locations, both of which are 
positioned away from the opening 138. 

In the embodiments of Figs 8 and 9, the opening 13 8 and 
zipper 152 are located substantially parallel to the seam 142 and 
the carrying handle 160 is located at one of the ends of the 
football shape outer surface 134 and in substantial alignment 
with opening 138. In the embodiment of Figs. 8 and 9, two mesh 
pockets, shown as 14 0, are operatively attached to exterior 
surface of outer member 134 and in spaced opposed locations, both 
of which are positioned away from the opening 13 8 and disposed 
from the carrying handle 160. 

In the embodiments of Figs. 10 and 11, the bag 23 0 is in the 
shape of a baseball or a similar ball has an opening 238 and 
zipper 252 which are located circumf erent ially around the outer 
member 234. A carrying handle 260, illustrated in Fig. 10, is 
located substantially perpendicular to the circumf erentially 
extending opening 238 and zipper 252. Mesh pockets, as 
illustrated as dashed line mesh pockets 262, can alternatively be 
added to the embodiments illustrated in Figs. 10 and 11. 
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In the embodiments of Figs. 12 and 13, the bag 330 is in the 
shape of a soccer ball or a similar ball has an opening 338 and 
zipper 352 which are located circumf erentially around the outer 
member 334. A carrying handle 360, illustrated in Fig. 12 is 
located substantially perpendicular to the circumf erentially 
extending opening 338 and zipper 352. Mesh pockets, as 
illustrated as dashed mesh pockets 362, can alternatively be 
added to the embodiments illustrated in Figs. 12 and 13. 

Fig. 14 illustrates a combination of a bag for holding a 
ball with other structural components. In Fig. 14, the bag 43 0 
has an outer member 434 having an exterior surface configured, in 
this embodiment, in a shape of a spherical ball. The outer 
member 434 includes an opening shown generally as 438 positioned 
therein in a selected direction to enable the insertion and 
removable of articles therefrom including an athletic ball of an 
appropriate shape and size to be carried within a bag 430. 

The bag for holding a ball 430 as illustrated in Fig. 14 
includes a ruggedized carrier shown generally as 4 90 having a 
carrying handle 464 and an elongated carrying strap 492. The 
carrying handle 4 64 has a first end shown by arrow 4 68 and a 
second end shown by arrow 470. The first end 468 is operatively 
connected to the outer member 434 at location 472. The second 
end 470 terminates in a connecting member 476 . 

A loop member 4 72 has a mounting end and a central opening 
wherein the mounting end is operatively mounted on the exterior 
surface of the outer member 434 at the location shown as 474. 
The loop member 472 is operatively coupled to the connecting 
member 476 forming a closed carrying handle 4 64 wherein the 
connecting member 4 76 is moveable within the central opening of 
loop member 4 72 . 
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A slideable connecting member, shown as 480, is joined, to 
the loop member 472 through a second connecting member 478. The 
slideable connecting member 48 0 is slideable within the loop 
member 4 72. 

In the embodiment shown in Fig. 14, a "D" shaped ring 10 0 is 
operatively attached to an exterior surface of the carrying 
handle 464. This "D" shaped ring 100 can be used to directly 
receive and hold a key ring, such as key ring 506, if desired. 
Alternatively, the "D" shaped ring 100 can be removeably 
connected to the elongated strap 500. The elongated strap 500 
has a hook member 5 02 formed on one end thereof and an adjustable 
loop section 510 supporting a "D" shaped ring 512 . 

A hook member 5 02 is adapted to be removeably connected to 
the "D" shaped ring 10 0 to secure the same to the bag 43 0. 
Another "D" shaped ring 512 may be slideably connected to an 
adjustable loop section 510 of the elongated carrying strap 500. 
As such, the "D: shaped ring 512 is also slideably connected to 
slideable connecting device 48 0 to secure the same to the bag 
430 . 

The elongated carrying strap 500 may also have an additional 
or secondary "D" shaped ring 5 04 operatively attached to the 
exterior surface of the elongated carrying strap 500. The "D" 
shaped ring 5 04 can be used for having a key ring 5 06 removeably 
connected thereto for carrying keys or the like. 

In this embodiment, both the carrying handle 4 64 and the 
elongated carrying strap 500 including the adjustable loop 
section forming the ruggedized carrier is positioned to be 
substantially perpendicular relative to the opening 438. 
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It is within the teachings of the present invention that the 
bag 43 0 may include a pair of shoulder- straps depicted by dashed 
lines 514 operatively connected to the exterior surface of the 
outer member 434 forming a structure enabling a user to carry the 
bag 43 0 including a ball as a pack sack or knapsick. 

It is envisioned that the bag 43 0 for holding a ball may 
comprise the ruggedized carrier 490 alone, or in combination with 
at least one exterior accessible pocket depicted by dashed lines 
516. The at least one outer pocket 516 may be fabricated in the 
structure of the outer pockets illustrated in Figs. 15 and 16 as 
described below. 

In the pictorial representation of Fig. 15, an at least one 
outer pocket 6 02 having an entryway and an interior cavity is 
operatively attached to an outer member 600 of a bag in the form 
of a ball. The outer pocket 602 is shown with the entryway 
formed or fabricated into a permanently open position. The outer 
pocket 602 is shown in the form of an open mesh material. 

Fig. 16 is a pictorial representation of the outer pocket 
6 02 having an entryway and an interior cavity and a flap 6 04 The 
outer pocket 602 includes a fastening member in the form of a 
button 6 06 which cooperates with a mating member 608 in the form 
of flap 6 04 and loop 608 located on the exterior surface of the 
outer member 600, 

Fig. 17 is a pictorial representation of another embodiment 
of an outer pocket 610 having a flap 612 integral with the 
entryway and having a fastening member 614 which is one of two 
mating elements defining a Velcro fastener. 

Fig. 18 is a pictorial representation of a bag 600 having 
the outer pocket 610 illustrated in Fig. 17 operatively connected 
to the exterior surface of the outer member 600. A mating member 
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616 is operatively connected to the exterior surface of the outer 
member 600 and forms the other of two mating elements defining a 
Velcro fastener. Fig- 19 is a pictorial representation of a 

bag of Fig. 18 having the fastening member 614 operatively 
connected to the mating member 616 placing the entryway in a 
closed position. 

The pictorial representation of Fig. 20 is another 
embodiment of an outer pocket 650 having a flap integral with the 
entryway 652 and having a zipper 654 having elements defining the 
fastening member and mating member. Fig. 21 is a pictorial 
representation of the exterior surface of outer member 6 00 having 
the outer pocket 650 illustrated in Fig. 20 operatively connected 
to the exterior surface of the outer member 600 and the 554 
placing the entryway in a closed position. 

Fig. 22 is a pictorial representation of a bag having an 
exterior surface of an outer member 60 0 having an outer pocket 
that is similar in structure to that illustrated in Fig. 17 and 
having located on a flap 612 having a fastening member 702 in the 
form of an aperture. The exterior surface of outer member 600 
has located thereon a mating member 70 0 in the form of a button. 

In Fig. 23, the pictorial representation of a bag an 
exterior surface of an outer member 600 having an outer pocket 
610 has a fastening member in the form of button 700 and a flap 
612 operatively attached to the exterior surface of the outer 
member 6 00. 

The flap has a mating member in the form of an aperture 702 . 
When the flap 612 is moved downward and the button 700 is passed 
through the aperture 702, the outer pocket 610 is placed or moved 
into a closed position to retain or secure in the interior cavity 
any article or Personal effects placed therein. 
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Fig-. 24 is a pictorial repr-esentation of a bag having an 
exterior surface of an outer member 600 having an outer pocket 
610 similar to that illustrated in Fig 23 except that the flap 
612 has a fastening member in the form of an aperture 706. The 
exterior surface of the outer member 600 supports or has a mating 
member in the form of a rotatable fastener 704 . 

In Fig. 25, the pictorial representation of a bag having an 
exterior surface of an outer member 600 having an outer pocket 
610 having a flap 612 with the flap being operatively attached to 
the exterior surface of an outer member 600. The outer pocket 
610 has a fastening member in the form of rotatable fastener 704 
and the flap 612 operatively attached to the exterior surface of 
the outer member 60 0 and has a mating member in the form of an 
aperture 706. 

The pictorial representation Fig. 26 represents an outer 
pocket 710 having an entryway wherein the outer pocket is formed 
of a material giving the appearance of a blue jean material. 

Fig. 27 is a pictorial representation of another outer 
pocket 712 having an entryway wherein the outer pocket is formed 
of a material giving a desired decorative appearance such as for 
example, a solid fabric formed of a material giving the 
appearance of a clear material or the appearance of a camouflage 
material . 

Figs. 28 and 29 illustrate an embodiment wherein the bag, 
shown generally as 714 is in the shape of a football generally as 
illustrated in Figs. 6 through 9. In Figs. 28 and 29, an opening 
726 is located to extend along the seam 716 of the football 
shaped bag, in the same manner as illustrated in Figs. 8 and 9. 
In the embodiment of Figs. 28 and 29, the opening 726 is in the 
form of a zipper 728. A carrying handle shown generally as 732 
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is operatively connected to the outer surface 724 at a location 
which is substantially parallel to the seam 716 including zipper 
728 . 

In the embodiment of Figs. 28 and 29, two mesh pockets shown 
as 73 0, are operatively attached to exterior surface of outer 
member 724 and in spaced opposed locations, both of which are 
positioned away from the opening 726. 

Fig-. 3 0 illustrates a circular shaped ball bag 74 0, which is 
a variation of Fig. 14, comprising an outer member 742 having an 
opening 74 6 extending in a selected direction on the outer member 
wherein a portion of the opening is at least substantially 
perpendicular to the handle 74 8 including a fastening member 74 8, 
e.g., a zipper, operatively connected to the opening and a 
ruggedized carrier shown generally as 750. 

Fig. 31 is a front elevational view of still yet another 
embodiment of a circular shaped ball bag 760 comprising a 
combination of Figs. 12 and 14. The ball bag 760 comprising an 
outer member 762 having an opening 766 extending in a selected 
direction on the outer member 742 wherein a portion of the 
opening 766 is at least substantially perpendicular to the handle 
768 wherein the opening 766 includes a fastening member, e.g., a 
zipper 768, operatively connected to the opening 766 and a 
ruggedized carrier 770. 

Fig. 32 is a front elevational view of still yet another 
embodiment of a football shaped ball bag 780 comprising a 
combination of Figs. 8 and 14, The football shaped ball bag 780 
comprising an outer member 78 2 having an opening 78 6 extending in 
a selected direction on the outer member 782, similar to the 
location of the fastener 152 in Figs. 8 and 9, wherein a portion 
of the opening 786 is at least substantially perpendicular to the 
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handle 78 8 wherein the opening 786 includes a fastening member, 
e.g., a zipper 788, operatively connected to the opening 786 and 
a ruggedized carrier 790 

Although the preferred embodiment of the present invention 
is used in circular ball shapes or football shapes, the bag can 
be formed in any ball shaped article and be adapted to carry and 
transport any ball shaped article. . 

It is also envisioned that the teachings of the present 
invention can be used with other carrying handles such as 
shoulder straps or any well carrying handles or devices known in 
the prior art including devices equivalent to carrying handles , 
ruggidized carrier, shoulder straps, carrying straps for pack 
backs and the like. 

Further, person skilled on the art can identify other 
applications where the teachings of the present invention can be 
utilized and all such applications are envisioned by the 
teachings herein. 
261 55441spec 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A bag for carrying a ball having an outer member 
defining an exterior surface and configured in the shape of a 
ball and having an opening positioned therein for inserting and 
removing a ball therefrom, said bag comprising 

a handle operatively connected in a predetermined position 
to said outer member at a location other than the opening; and 

a fastening member located within said opening and extending 
in a selected direction on said outer member wherein at least a 
portion thereof extends in a direction substantially 
perpendicular to said handle, said handle being positioned to 
refrain from interfering with the inserting and removing of a 
ball from the bag. 

2 . The bag of claim 1 wherein the configured shape of a 
ball is in the shape of a round ball. 

3 . The bag of claim 1 wherein the configured shape of a 
ball is in the shape of a basketball. 

4 . The bag of claim 1 wherein the configured shape of a 
ball is in the shape of a baseball. 

5 . The bag of claim 1 wherein the configured shape of a 
ball is in the shape of a soccer ball. 

6 . The bag of claim 1 wherein the configured shape of a 
ball is in the shape of a football. 

7. The bag of claim 1 further comprising 

at least one outer pocket positioned on the exterior surface 
of said outer member at a location other than the opening and 
having an entryway enabling the insertion and removal of an 
article from said one outer pocket . 

8 , The bag of claim 1 wherein said one outer pocket is 
formed of a solid fabric. 
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9 . The bag of claim 1 wherein said one outer pocket is 
formed of a mesh fabric . 

10. The bag of claim 7 wherein said one outer pocket 
includes an interior cavity and said entryway communicates with 
and provides access to said interior cavity. 

11 The bag of claim 7 wherein said entryway includes a 
zipper which has an open position and a closed position, said 
zipper when in an open position affording access to the interior 
cavity of said one outer pocket . 

12 . The bag of claim 7 further comprising 

a flap operatively connected to at least one of said 
entryway and said exterior surface of the outer surface, said 
flap having an open position and a closed position, said flap 
when in an open position affording access through said entryway 
to the interior cavity of said one outer pocket. 

13 . The bag of claim 7 wherein said outer pocket includes a 
second fastening member which cooperates with a mating member 
located on at least one of a flap and exterior surface of the 
outer member. 

14 . The bag of claim 7 wherein said second fastening member 
and said mating member are mating elements defining a Velcro 
fastener . 

15 . The bag of claim 7 wherein said second fastening member 
is at least one of a button and a button hole and said mating 
member is the other of said at least one of a button and a button 
hole . 

16 . The bag of claim 7 wherein said second fastening member 
is at least one of a rotatable fastener and an aperture for 
receiving a rotatable fastener and said mating member is the 
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other of said at least one of a rotatable fastener and an 
aperture for receiving a rotatable fastener. 

17. The bag of claim 9 wherein said mesh fabric is formed 
of a elastic material. 

18. A bag for holding a ball comprising 

an outer member having an exterior surface configured in the 
shape of a ball and defining an inner enclosed space ^ said 
exterior surface including an opening formed therein in a 
selected direction and in communication with said inner enclosed 
space for affording the insertion and removal of ball therefrom; 

a carrying handle having a first end and a second end 
operatively connected in a predetermined position to said outer 
member at a location other than the opening; and 

a fastening member having an open and a closed position, 
said fastening member being operatively connected to said opening 
wherein at least a portion thereof extends in a direction 
substantially perpendicular to said first end and said second 
enod of the carrying handle and being adapted to make said 
opening an unsecured opening when said fastening member is in the 
open position and adapted to make said opening a secured opening 
when said fastening member is in a closed position. 

19. The bag of claim 18 having at least one outer pocket 
positioned on said exterior surface of the outer member at a 
location other than said opening and spaced from said carrying 
handle, said at least one outer pocket having an entryway 
enabling the insertion and removal of an article from said at 
least one outer pocket independent of a ball being located in 
said inner enclosed space. 
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20. The bag of claim 18 wher-ein said cax-x-ying handle is 
positioned at least substantially perpendicular to at least a 
portion of said opening. 

261 55441clai2 
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DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 
CO -PENDING APPLICATION CONTAINING 
ADDITIONAL SUBJECT MATTER 
(Sole Inventor) 

Attorney Docket No. 5544.1 413428/031 

As the below-named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated 
below next to my name; 

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor of the 

subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought 

on the invention entitled A BAG FOR CARRYING A BALL, the 

specification of which: 

X is attached hereto. 

was filed on as 

Application Serial No. 

and was amended on 

(if applicable) . 

This application in part discloses and claims subject matter 
disclosed in my earlier filed pending United States Patent 
Application Serial No. 09/365,468 filed August 2, 1999. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the content of 
the above-identified specification, including the claims, as 
amended by any amendment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material 
to the examination of this application in accordance with Title 
37, Code of Federal Regulations Section 1.56(a), 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United 
States Code, Section 119 of any foreign application (s) for patent 
or inventor's certificate listed below and have also identified 
any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate 
having a filing date before that of the application on which 
priority is claimed: 
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Prior Foreign Application (s) 


(Number) 

(Country) 

(Day/Month/Year Filed) 

(Number) 

(Country) 

(Day /Month/Year Filed) 

(Number) 

(Country) 

{Day/Month/Year Filed) 


Priority Claimed 


No 


No 


No 


I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, 
Section 120 of any United States application (s) listed below and, 
insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this 
application is not disclosed in the prior United States 
application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of 
Title 35, United States Code, Section 112, I acknowledge the duty 
to disclose material information as defined in Title 37, Code of 
Federal Regulations, Section 1.56(a) which occurred between the 
filing date of the prior application and the national PCT 
international filing date of this application: 


Serial No. 09/365,468 August 2, 1999 Pending 

(Application Serial No.) (Filing Date) (Status-patented 

pending , abandoned ) 

I hereby claim the benefit under 3 5 U.S.C. 119(e) of any United 
States Provisional Patent Application (s) listed below: 


None 

(Application Serial No.) (Filing Date) (Status -patented 

pending, abandoned) 


Power of Attorney: As named inventors, I hereby appoint the 
following attorney (s) and/or agent (s) to prosecute this 
application and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark 
Office connected therewith: 

Daniel J. Meaney, Jr. 
Registration No. 22,179. 

Send correspondence to: Direct Phone calls and 

Faxes to: 


Daniel J, Meaney, Jr., Esq. 
P. O. Box 22307 

Santa Barbara California 93121 


Daniel J, Meaney, Jr., Esq. 
Phone: (805) 687-6909 
Fax: (805) 687-4499 
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Sole Inventor 


Full Name 
of 

Inventor 


Family Name 


First Given Name 


Second Given Name 


Doucflas 


City 

Residence & 

Citizenship Costa Mesa 


State or Foreign Country 


California 


Country of 
Citizenship 
USA 


Post Office 


Post Office Address 


City 


State&Zip code/ 
country 


Address 5393 Santa Ana Avenue. Costa Mesa, California 92627 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on information 
and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code, and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application of any patent issuing 
thereon. 

Signature of Sole Inventor 
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